
 
 
 

March 2021 
 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Elementary Parents, 
 
Some of the most inspiring words that St. Francis ever said were, “Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; 
and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” These are the words at the heart of what we do at St. Francis of Assisi 
Elementary School. The challenge to be different. The challenge to be counter-cultural. The challenge to be more for our kids 
and our community. Although at times we may falter or make mistakes, the heart and intent is to strive to do our best. The 
strive to do everything in our power to make this place what it is. The strive to be a community built on the love, faith, 
inclusivity, and understanding that made St. Francis who he was and whose spirit has nurtured these walls. And in this year 
of a pandemic and uncertainties, it is this community that has walked together, step-by-step, to make it through. 
 
At this point of the year, we begin the conversation of registration, tuition, dates, forms, etc. This year will be a little 
different, everything registration related will be done online, and not in-person. We always love the time we get to spend with 
each of you, even if just to chat for a few minutes, but COVID dictates otherwise. Online, you will receive all the necessary 
documents and instructions for completing registration, along with the timeline for completing all paperwork.  
 
This year, our needs are significantly different than they have been in recent years. As a school community, we have been 
able to make ends meet with only modest tuition increases over these past years.  We have kept our rates affordable in order 
to keep our community whole, while trying to balance challenges, rising costs, and maintaining our staff and programs. 
Again, this year is different and for a variety of reasons. 
 
In the past, one of the main ways we have kept yearly increases low is by balancing tuition with Extension. Every year, we 
average between 175-185 Extension students. Our program has remained vibrant, loving, and gives peace of mind to our 
families that are working longer hours. In this current school year under a pandemic, our Extension population has 
plummeted to 60 students. This is a drastic loss… roughly 120 students. And with that, we cannot predict what next year will 
look like. What will families’ work situations be? Will Extension be necessary? What are the needs of families moving 
forward? In years past, we could confidently answer these questions and budget accordingly, but the 2021-2022 is an 
altogether new proposition. Beyond Extension, many of the other expenses we have had this year had remained relatively flat 
as compared to the prior year. But for 2021-2022, those have risen as well. Unfortunately, these are challenges we are all 
facing. Because of all this, tuition next year, for a one child, will increase 4.90%. For Extension, we have made other 
adjustments to meet the needs of our families by offering three different rates: full-time, part-time, and limited part-time (3 
days a week).  
 
The following are the Tuition increases and Extension rates for 2021-2022: 
 

Tuition Increases:   $300 annually for a one (1) student family. $530 annually for a two (2) student family. $695 
annually for a family with three (3) or more students.  
Extension Rates:   $3250 annually per student – full-time. $2600 annually per student – part-time. $1950 annually 
per student – limited part-time. There is no additional cost for more than two (2) students per family in Extension. 

 
Lastly, the annual State of the School address will also take on a different form. We will be sending out a video link that will 
explain further where we are and how we came to the decisions we have, along with a few other items about next school year.  
 
The decision for this year’s increases was a difficult one in order to best to keep the community we cherish intact. But as in 
all things, the gap between tuition and true cost to educate continues to grow. This gap is substantial at over $2200 dollars. 
As we began last year, the St. Clare Education Fund was started to help bridge the gap between tuition and true cost, be an 
option for those that can contribute past tuition, and help families that need our community support. Our primary 
commitment must be in keeping our school as affordable for all as possible. Now more than ever, if there are financial 
concerns or hardships, please contact us. Finances are a difficult conversation. But as a community, we are here to help one 
another to the best of our ability. We will work together to find the right solution. We are committed to this pledge. If you 
have decided that your family will not be returning to St. Francis for the 2021-2022 school year, please notify us as soon as 
possible.  



 
Our 125th school year is coming to an end and we look forward to our future. As we move forward, let us continue to heed 
the words of St. Francis and continue to do “the impossible.” To build a school and a legacy. To build something truly 
meaningful, together.  I think St. Francis and St. Clare would be proud of our commitment to our school and each other, 
especially through the year we have all had to endure. So, let us continue to do that which we are called to do and embrace 
the spirits of our patron Saints. As one, we will ensure that our heritage remains Inspiring… Loving… Thriving… Together! 
 

 
Mr. Ivan M Hrga 
Principal 


