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“Start by doing what’s necessary, 
then what’s possible; and suddenly 
you are doing the impossible”

St. Francis of Assisi
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“125 years and counting…”

Message from 
the Principal

When St. Francis began his ministry, he never intended, 
nor imagined, that his message and teachings would begin 
a worldwide movement. Now some 800 years later, the 
Franciscan spirit and tradition still live on and are needed 
more than ever. And so here we are, St. Francis of Assisi 
Elementary School. What started as a simple vision 
between the Friars and the Sisters of Mercy in 1895, has 
lasted and become a cornerstone of Sacramento, 125 
years later. This is not only a testament to our Franciscan 
heritage, but more importantly, the testament to the love, 
community, education, and care that has been provided 
to the countless number of students and parishioners that 
have been a part of our school.

It has been said many times, but 2020 has been a year 
unlike any other. These unprecedented times have forced 
all of us into circumstances that we are unprepared for 
and struggle to manage. Our school has been no different. 
The challenges we have faced to not only take care of 
our school, but to meet the needs of our students and 
support all the unique family dynamics that exist has 
been overwhelming. But as Mr. Dan Reynoso, our 8th 
grade teacher, has repeated day in and day out, we have 
been backed into a creative corner. This is our time to 
be creative and think outside the box. And with that, we 
bring all we have learned from St. Francis in order to 
meet this challenge head-on. There is nothing that we 
cannot overcome as a community of love, empathy, and 
inclusivity. Together has been our mantra, and together 
we shall succeed.

The Spring of 2020 placed us in a position to respond to 
a crisis. On Friday, March 13, 2020, we shut the doors 

of the school building due to the pandemic. On Monday, 
March 16, 2020, all our classes resumed, virtually. There 
was no time to plan extensively. There were no hours 
of meetings to solve the problem. There was only one 
solution. Take care of our kids, no matter what, to the best 
of our ability. Our amazing staff jumped into distance 
learning without any questions asked. Their willingness 
to put their own fears, frustrations, and family dynamics 
aside for our collective community was truly a testament 
to their faith, their love, and trust in one another.

Now we fast-forward to a new school year. Starting 
the 2020-2021 school year is nothing like we have 
experienced in the past. All the traditions we cherish and 
are used to were either put on hold or we found a creative 
way to make it happen. Not seeing our students for six 
months was something no one in our building could have 
ever predicted. Our choice to become educators was so 
we could impact the minds and hearts of children, face-
to-face. Although returning to the building is a daily 
question, our commitment to our vocation is unwavering. 

St. Francis was a man of few words. His beliefs about 
living the Gospel were not steeped in preaching, but 
rather manifesting those ideals in our actions and lives in 
service to God, our brothers and sisters, and to our planet. 
Let us continue to live these virtues that St. Francis so 
simply placed in front of us. Through our actions, we 
place our beloved school on the path of another 125 years 
of vibrant ministry on our little corner of 25th & K in 
Sacramento. In the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare, “All 
the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a 
single candle.”

Mr Ivan M Hrga
Principal at St. Francis of 
Assisi Elementary School

Our Mission
In the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi, we are an 
inclusive school community that attentively 

nurtures love, understanding, faith, knowledge, 
and individuality.02
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Of all the graduating classes in St. Francis of Assisi 
Elementary’s history, none can tell a story like the one of 
the Class of 2020. The 36 individuals that made up this class 
ranged in everything from students who were starting their 
first year at St. Francis to students who were completing 
their final year of a 10-year journey as members of the 
school community. Our school year started just like any 
other school year:

• opening day retreat
• meeting our little buddies
• getting used to our schedule and teachers, and, most     

 importantly 
• taking on the role of leaders in our school        

community

As 8th-Graders of St. Francis of Assisi Elementary, 
leadership becomes a part of their daily routine, whether by 
being role models of behavior for the other students, playing 
an active role in school activities, and leading school tours, 
or planning and running our Mass Families program.
 The Class of 2020 was encouraged to be positive 
role models in our school community by being vocally and 
actively supporting other students and classes during our 
weekly SLE Awards. 8th-Graders also took the position of 
being role models for behavior very seriously. The Class 
of 2020 ended the year with absolutely no students serving 
time in “Citation Court”. A teacher and administration run 
detention-like court sessions for students who receive 3 or 
more disciplinary citations.
 A tradition for 8th-Grade students is to play an 
active role during our Back-To-School BBQ by running the 
various carnival games and playing the part of a Welcome 
Committee to families coming to support our school. 
The Class of 2020 took this to an all-new level with their 
enthusiasm and school spirit. It’s safe to say that no other 

class came to work hard and party hard for their school 
community.
 The Class of 2020 played a very active role in 
introducing our school community for prospective parents. 
Typically, school tours are lead by available members of 
our school administration. This past year, 8th-Graders 
eagerly volunteered to lead school tours and answer parent 
questions. I kept a running log and waitlist of students who 
wanted to participate in this often weekly function. The 
students realized the importance of parents seeing them as 
not just students, but as a culmination of what a student of 
St. Francis of Assisi Elementary truly is.
 Every month of the school year, the Class of 2020 
would take the Gospel readings for the upcoming school 
masses and develop a lesson and activity to teach students 
in all grades for our monthly Mass Families sessions. This is 
where the students’ leadership skills shined. Students would 
develop an activity that would drive the gospel message 
across with reading, prayer, and an art activity. Students 
from all grades would be mixed into heterogeneous class 
groupings with the 8th-Graders leading then in the activity.
 Unfortunately, the story that the Class of 2020 
can tell that sets them apart from every other class in the 
school’s history was how the school year ended for them. 
The Covid-19 pandemic that struck the world took the Class 
of 2020 on a significant change, starting on March 13, 2020. 
The challenge for them wasn’t how to go from classes in 
person to classes online, but rather, how to continue to be 
leaders and role models for the school community in the 
face of distance learning. From a technical standpoint, the 
Class of 2020 transitioned from in-person class to distance 
learning without any significant issues. Students met with 
their teachers online daily and stayed true to form in putting 
out quality work that showed effort and pride. School 
leaders’ role was a trickier task at hand when it came to 
being members of our school community, essentially stuck 

at home. The Class of 2020 put together videos for their 
buddies and teachers to remind them how much they meant 
to them. They knew how important it was to reach out to 
their school community and to let them know that they are 
still on their minds and in their hearts.
 The toughest pill to swallow was having to take 
the time-honored tradition of graduation and transition it 
to a virtual experience to enjoy and cherish with the school 
community. A memorable in-person “graduation-robe-and-
lawn-sign-pick-up” ceremony gave the students a chance to 
see their teachers and briefly see their classmates in person 
one final time before saying goodbye. The faculty and staff 
recorded videos for the virtual graduation ceremony that 

gave the event an almost Academy Awards feel. Although 
in-person graduation would have been ideal, having the 
opportunity to see members of the Class of 2020 in their 
robes celebrating graduation with their families via Zoom 
was an extraordinary moment. 
 The Class of 2020 ended their year like no other. 
Still, in the end, there was no other class that could have 
handled diversity such as this with the grace and dignity 
befitting of the leaders of the St. Francis of Assisi Elementary 
community.

Class of 2020: A Year of Reflection

Class of 2020 03
Mr Daniel Reynoso
8th Grade Teacher at St. 
Francis of Assisi Elementary 
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On Friday, March 13, we closed our 
physical doors in response to Covid-19 and 
set up distance learning by Monday, March 
16. 
Classes received daily emails and 
scheduled zoom sessions throughout 
the week. Teachers used a number of 
digital platforms such as; Zoom, Google 
classroom, Membean, Khan Academy, 
Duolingo, Freckle and Kahoot to help 
continue the regular school curriculum. 
Google forms provided an ability to 
continue with regular tests in various 
subjects such as math and science. 
With academics being provided, our 
teachers and staff turned to community and 
keeping students spirits up. There were 
fun Fridays with scavenger hunts, art and 
cooking classes. Drop in office sessions for 
support and push-ups, jumping jacks and 
art challenges from the staff to students.
Despite social distancing, we managed to 
continue our tradition of our annual Jog-
A-Thon, with students running a mile or 
for 25mins during family exercise time. 
Families sent videos or photos in and a 
Jog-A-Thon video was sent out to the 
school community.
Students already signed up for St. 
Baldricks, continued with their fundraising 
and families shaved students heads at 
home. They raised over $10,000 for 
childhood cancer. 
With school life continuing we turned our 
attentions to helping our wider community. 
Students, staff and families put together a 
video with messages of love and gratitude 
for all of the frontline workers of covid-19. 
This was sent to over 7000 people through 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and 
through our local school community.
The 2020 summer was spent working with 
staff, the diocese, the health department and 

CSAC to put together two comprehensive 
documents for distance learning and in-
person teaching protocols.
In August, we reconnected as a community. 
Checked in on one another, allowed 
students to gather their textbooks and meet 
their teacher. 
This September school opened in distance 
learning mode for the 2020-21 school 
year. The distance learning is structured 
as a more regular school day with students 
required to be at their computers from 
8am. Prayer services and Mass will be live 
streamed and everything is based in the 
Google classroom.
The school building has undergone a 
number of changes in accordance with 
comprehensive protocols to make it safe. 
The front office has been demolished 
and has clean modern cabinets, washable 
floors, washable benches and a medical 
area. We installed touchless faucets, paper 
towel dispensers, soap dispensers and two 
water bottle refill stations.  We also have 
two fogging machines that can sanitize a 
room in 10 minutes. Hand sanitizer, gloves, 
cleaners and extra masks will be available 
in every classroom and space. 
Students are required to wear masks and  
will remain in their own cohorts and there 
will be no large gatherings.  Grades will 
be split into smaller cohorts to maintain 6 
feet between students. Visitors and parents 
will not be permitted on campus and we 
have a touchless digital check-in/check-out 
system.
Plans and protocols may change as the 
situation develops. 
This year was challenging, but with the 
support, love and care for one another, 
we got through it and are prepared for the 
2020-21 school year. 

Covid-19
“Where there is darkness, let there be light”

St. Francis of Assisi

Our students working hard during distance 
learning04
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It has been a busy year for students 
with many projects, field trips, 
events, challenges and an ending 
that led to a more creative school 
life! 

2019-2020
School Year

Our 2019-20 school year started in pure celebratory 
fashion with over 600 students, staff, families and school 
community at our Back to School BBQ. Our Principal, 
Mr Hrga opened the BBQ with a welcome prayer. The 
playground was brimming with carnival games, face 
painting and laughing children. Everybody’s plates were 
piled high with salads, fruit, bread rolls and a choice of 
Tri-Tip, chicken, hot dogs or Veggie burgers. DJ Ron 
filled the air with music and the Class of 2020 led the 
dancing. Families went home feeling the love of the St. 
Francis Community. 
Students dived into the school year with new teachers, 
academics and STAR testing. 7th and 8th graders were 
buddied up with TK and Kindergarten students in our 
big buddy program. 8th graders planned, organized 
and ran Mass families. Each family consisted of a mix 
of students from every grade and carried out a project 
related to that weeks mass. 
Student council, TK through 8th grade, staff and 
community were heavily involved in philanthropy, 
organizing events, volunteering and raising money 
for various organizations/causes; Mercy Peddlers, 
Mustard Seed School, Station 4 Firefighters, Midtown 
Oaks, Sacramento Food Bank, Sacramento Children’s 
Home, St. Johns Shelter, Sheltered Pets Alive, UC 
Davis Children’s Hospital, St. Baldrick’s and Operation 
Gratitude. 
In October, students celebrated St. Francis Feast Day 
with the Blessing of the Animals. Students brought 
everything from bearded dragons, to cats, to snakes to 
be blessed by Father Desmond O’Reilly.
During October, students in 6th, 7th and 8th grades went 
on residential field trips to Sly Park, Naturebridge and 
Gateway. October ended with our annual Halloween 
Trunk or Treat. 

Mass Families - Teachers wrote a single word 
describing each student on a strip of paper. 

Students decorated their strip of paper and they 
were all linked together to make one big family 

and hung from the top floor of the school05

Our cross country girls team won the Varsity 
Championship and our basketball teams won a PAL 
record and the St. Patricks Tournament.
Our choir managed one performance at Sac Republic, 
but unfortunately had to cancel singing the National 
Anthem at Golden 1 for the Kings game and Raley Field 
for the River Cats due to Covid-19.
Our Auction & Gala - Cirque Du St. Francis was held at 
the start of November at The Center at 2300. The room 
was packed. There were games, a silent auction, a live 
auction, fund-a-need and delicious food to be enjoyed. 
Prior to the live auction our community was entertained 
by an aerialist. Thank you to all who sponsored, donated, 
volunteered or participated.
In December, our students dressed in their best, 
performed their nativity play led by 8th grade in the 
church.
We started 2020 off with our pancake breakfast, open 
house and Catholic Schools Week. 7th and 8th graders 
were on hand to give tours to potential families and our 
St. Francis community. 
We held our 4th Cultural day in February, where 
each class travelled around the world and parents/
grandparents taught students about America - Texas, 
Switzerland, Japan, Venezuela, Portugal and Colombia. 
Our year took an unexpected turn in March, when 
Covid-19 hit and our school closed its physical doors 
and went into distance learning. Our school community 
stayed strong together, but apart. We became creative 
with school life - virtual Jog-A-Thon, challenges, drive 
through graduates and virtual graduations.
We look forward to the 2020-21 school year and are 
ready for the challenges that we face with getting our 
students back to school.   

Gubbio 
says in the 

2019-2020 School 
Year, we achieved: 

84% Catholic
12% Non-Catholic

4% Unknown

56 Students 
In Choir

275 
Attendees 

at our 
Auction & 

Gala
180 

Students 
in our extension 

program

Over 
$116,000 

raised in fundrsiaers

100% of 8th 
graders who applied 

to Catholic High schools were 
accepted.

315 Students

Over 150 Tours 
given

43% Male
57% Female

Asian 10%
African American 5%

White 51%
Two or more Races 27%

Unknown 7%

4 
Fundraisers
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St. Francis of Assisi Elementary is founded in the faith 
of our Franciscan values.   To succeed in our mission, 
we provide our students with challenging academics, 
enriching supplemental programs, effective teaching 
materials and up to date technology.  Fortunately, our 
school has been blessed with a long history of support 
from our past and present school families, parishioners, 
and surrounding community, that assures the furtherance 
of our ministry. 
However, making sure our students are surrounded in 
an optimal learning environment includes more than just 
the visual tools of education.  Paying livable wages to 
our teachers and staff (currently 86% to 90% comparable 
to public schools), costs of building improvements and 

features that ensures the safety of our school community, 
utility charges and insurance fees, are some of the 
additional expenditures that must be considered in order 
for our school to operate at its best. 
Fundraising is one of the ways in which the school can 
offer exciting and entertaining opportunities to build 
community while aiding the school finances.   In the 
2019-2020 school year the gap between actual costs and 
tuition charged was $1,504/student. 
Fundraising pays 4 to 4.78% of our annual budget 
needs.  Without these monies, the level of education our 
students deserve would be negatively impacted.   Listed 
below are the net proceeds of the past three years of 
fundraising events.

Financials

  The Auction Fund a Need is part of the Auction events, but is listed separately to show dedicated purchases for 
specific needs.   In 2017-2018 desks for classrooms were purchased, in 2018-2019 Chromebooks were bought, and in 
2019-2020 lights for the stage were updated and a scoreboard for the gym was purchased.
The onset of the Covid pandemic in March ultimately closed the doors of our school for the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year and the beginning of this current 2020-2021.  While distance learning was immediately initiated, 
in-person gatherings for fundraising were impossible.  Scheduled fundraisers affected by the closure included our 
annual Golf Tournament and Jogathon.  While the Golf Tournament did have to be canceled, determined Jogathon 
Chairs negotiated a successful virtual Jogathon that involved not just students, but their entire family!  With record 
participation, the Jogathon exceeded the previous year’s profits and was a wonderful way to keep all our student body 
connected at a time when many were vulnerable to feeling disconnected. 
With the 2020-2021 school year upon us, much thought is being put into the restructuring of our upcoming events so 
that they can continue to be successful, even with new Covid protocols. We are hoping our September Back to School 
BBQ, an event that draws 500 to 600 people , can be moved to an End of the Year BBQ,  and we have postponed our 
Auction commemorating our 125th Anniversary Celebration normally held in November, to March.  We have booked 
the Golden 1 Center as a new venue, and we anticipate an evening of fun and flare.  Should an onsite event not be 
possible, we are preparing for an alternate virtual auction format. 
The guiding light of St. Francis has been one of love, acceptance, compassion and faith, ever evident in the students 
and families, both past and present that have been touched by its spirit. We are grateful for those of you that have 
contributed to the vibrant history of our school and look forward to reconnecting with you in continuing the vision of 
St. Francis of Assisi. 

06

Mrs Bonnie Villalva
Director of Finance at St. 
Francis of Assisi Elementary 
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PYP
2019-2020 was a great year for the PYP. Our consultant gave 
us a positive review from our previous visit and suggested 
that we were ready to become an official I.B. School. 
Teachers finished planning and teaching all transdisciplinary 
units and got ready for our authorization visit that was

planned for the spring. Due to the quarantine, our 
authorization visit got postponed, but we are planning on 
scheduling a visit as soon as we are back in our school 
building. Teachers will continue to implement and adapt 
their transdisciplinary units to better suit remote instruction.

International Baccalaureate

MYP
2019-2020 was a busy year for the MYP. In September, St. 
Francis was given a new consultant, and with her an action 
plan was created for our I.B. progression. The teaching 
team dove into curriculum mapping, creating subject group 
overviews of planned IB units for almost all of the subject 
areas. The consultant came for a visit in December and was 
very pleased with our progress and our compatibility with 

IB philosophy. All teachers taught units in January so notes 
could be compared, and teachers could learn from each other. 
The plan was to do another unit together in March, but the 
shift to distance education delayed those efforts. Teachers 
will continue to incorporate I.B. learner profile traits and 
portions of units as they adapt to remote instruction.

07
Ms Isabella Herzberger, Primary Years IB Co-ordinator and Mrs 
Sharon Pressburg-Nevans, Middle Years IB Co-ordinator 
at St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School
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Taking on the role of Advancement Director this past 
October, proved to be a fun and exciting new challenge. 
The role of development combines many of my past roles; 
fundraising, communication, social media, marketing, 
enrollment and tours. 
Firstly, the Principal and I felt we need to rewrite the 
mission and really define who we are. We decided to base 
it on the hedgehog concept which is developed in the book 
Good to Great. A simple, crystalline concept that flows from 
deep understanding about the intersection of three circles: 
1) what you are deeply passionate about, 2) what you can 
be the best in the world at, and 3) what best drives your 
economic or resource engine. 
Using this new mission, we  increased our marketing through 
printed material, social media and our website. This led to 
an increase in tours. It’s difficult to describe what makes St. 
Francis special. Students and staff at the school always say 
that you have to feel the magic within the walls. With the 
increase in tours, we brought many people into the building 
to experience that feeling first hand, and as a result, had 
an increase in applications and admissions. Our 8th grade 
students primarily ran our school tours, giving potential 
parents a first hand view of what life is like as a student at 
St. Francis.  The Feedback and amount of website traffic is 

a testament to all our efforts. We have built and launched 
a brand new website for the school. The new website has 
vibrant photos of students from all grades during various 
activities, as well as testimonials from parents on multiple 
pages. There are several St. Francis quotes that really  speak 
to our Franciscan tradition.  
This November, we celebrate our 125th birthday. St. 
Francis of Assisi Elementary School started in a four-room 
clapboard building on the side of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in 1895. We started with 69 students and now are a 
community of over 300 in a three story building. We will 
celebrate our 125th birthday with our current and wider 
community, as well as our alumni in a safe manner. Our 
Auction & Gala: 125th Celebration has been moved to 
March 27, 2021 at Golden 1 Center, in the hope that we will 
be able to hold a safe in-person event. If this is not possible, 
we will move to a virtual event. This year, in the spirit of St. 
Francis and community, we are teaming up with the Parish 
to hold a single, joint event.  
Our future endeavors will focus on building an endowment 
for the school,  continuing to support our community,  
securing outside funding through sponsorships, donations 
and grants to support our next 125 years.

Advancement
Future Plans for 
St. Francis of Assisi Elementary school

08

Ms Abby Pereira
Director of Advancement 
at  St. Francis of Assisi 
Elementary School

Consider a donation to our 125 year campaign, that will run 
throughout our 2020-21 school year. Donations can be made 
in the amounts of $125, $100, $25 or $5 towards our 125 
birthday and sowing the seeds to the next 125 years. Money 
donated will go towards building an endowment, which 
will help educate St. Francis of Assisi students for years to 
come. If you would like to donate, visit our website at www.
stfranciselem.org and click on the giving page. 
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Connections Worth
Keeping.....SFE Alumni 

On November 4 2019, we held a Connections worth keeping evening for our Alumni. Father Desmond 
O’Reilly conducted a private mass at St. Francis Parish, followed by drinks and appetizers at St. Francis 
Elementary. 

We had 6th, 7th and 8th graders on hand to give tours of the school and a wide display of enlarged photos 
and photo albums to reminice over. 

Alumni attended from 1938 all the way through to 2006. Stories and photos were shared by all who 
attended.

We are working towards increasing our Alumni database and tracing our Alumni from the last 125 years. 
If you are a past Alumni of SFE or know of an Alumni, then please get in touch. We would love to 
reconnect! Future alumni events will be held, when it is safe to do so.   

 09

Update Your Details

We want to hear from you!
Email us - apereira@stfranciselem.org 
Website -  www.stfranciselem.org 
Contact Form - https://forms.gle/E2cgcf58yZDy31QW8 
Scan the QR code to the left.
Call us at 916-442-5494

Stay informed of future events through our website 
- www.stfranciselem.org, FaceBook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn or our Alumni newsletter.

Newsletters are sent out in August, November, 
February and May. Please use the link below for our 
latest newsletter:

https://conta.cc/2DxV17C

Our kids have been at SFE since TK and they are excited 8th 
graders who graduated in May 2020 and are heading to Christian 
Brothers in the fall.  We have loved everything about SFE.  The 
community, teachers, extension staff, administration personnel 
and overall spirit have shaped our kids into the people they are 
today.  Our family feels so blessed to be able to say we got to 
experience the greatness of SFE.

Alumni Events Alumni Newsletter

Memorial Gifts

In Memory of Bob Walker ‘70
  Cindy Walker Puppione ‘61 and Rich   
  Puppione. 
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Giving

Since 1895, we have been home to generations. 
Join us in supporting our mission.

St. Clare Fund
We have created the St. Clare Education 
fund to further our call and model 
the spirit of St. Clare. 25% of all funds 
will go to financial aid and the remaining 
75% will go to educational programs.

In Memorium
St. Francis is honored to accept gifts 
made in memory of a loved one or a 
graduating class.

Prayer

“For it is in giving 
that we receive”

St. Francis of Assisi

Possibly the greatest gift of 
all is prayer

10

Everyday Support
- Amazon Smile
- Corporate Gift Matching
- eScrip 
- Box Tops
-Grocery Store Scrip e.g. Nugget, Raleys

General Fund
General donations made directly to the 
school are applied to wherever there is 
the greatest need. Funds received benefit 
all students of St. Francis Elementary.

Student Scholarships
Give the gift of education to a student in 
need. The current tutition for a student 
per year is $6125.

Endowment Fund
Ensuring the future. Principal donations 
increase interest payment amounts that 
may be drawn by the school in the event 
of need.

To make a donation, send us a check or visit - 
https://bit.ly/3fIzE0Y or visit our website www.stfranciselem.org
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2500 K Street
Sacramento, CA 95816

916-442-5494
mainoffice@stfranciselem.org

For information about 
important dates and upcoming 

events, please visit our website:

www.stfranciselem.org


