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"The Journey is Essential to The 
Dream", St Francis of Assisi
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02 We become what we love and who we love 
shapes what we become, St. Clare of Assisi   

Ivan Hrga, Principal

As a school community, we held strong for the 
sake of one another. Every person, whether stu-
dent, parent, teacher, staff, or administrator, 
did their part for the greater good. As an edu-
cator for over 25 years, nothing prepared me for 
how to navigate a school through these waters. 
But through the collective love of this place, we 
made it, and made it without incident.... a true 
accomplishment that takes an entire people 
on the same journey to bring to fruition that 
dream.

Now in 2021-2022, the pandemic is still with us, 
but some of the rules have changed. Our school 
population has reached near capacity with a re-
cord number of applicants eager to be a part of 
our family. Every single student has returned to 
the building with no students learning online 
from home. On August 20, 2021, we celebrated 
our first full school Mass in over 18 months. It 
was wonderful to gather, outside, and take part 
in the Eucharist. As the year progresses, we will 
slowly get back to many of the traditions and 
experiences that were put on hold last year so 
that our students continue to get all they de-
serve on this journey. I truly look forward to 
seeing what our world looks like by the end of 
the year. 

St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School has 
been the journey for so many. Let us continue 
to embrace the words and spirit of our patron 
saint. The future of our school is a testament to 
the collective commitment of this community. 
Together we will ensure that our Franciscan, 
Catholic education continues to be the dream 
for our children and families for generations to 
come. 
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St. Francis of Assisi was a firm believer in 
dreams and the hopes of tomorrow. This was 
his mission, a mission that was predicated on 
the idea that “The journey is essential to the 
dream.” His life’s journey was built upon his 
belief in God, community, inclusivity, love, and 
ministry to others. His dream was for a place 
in which we love and care for one another, no 
matter who we are or where any of us come 
from. Last year, St. Francis of Assisi Elementary 
School celebrated 125 years of this ministry and 
has continued Francis’ tradition..... a tradition 
in which love of others and work for the greater 
good is our journey and our dream.

The 2020-2021 school year was an experience 
that no one could have ever imagined or pre-
dicted. A year in which a pandemic forced us to 
change everything we knew and thought about 
education. A year in which some students re-
mained home while others returned to the 
building. A year full of ups, downs, unknowns, 
uncertainty, and fear, mixed in with joy and 
hope for tomorrow. 2020-2021 was the epitome 
of Francis’ “journey.” 
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We had Zoom visits from a local animal shelter and 
dog rescue and collected items for dogs waiting to be 
fostered or adopted into loving homes. A group of 
fantastic Ph.D. students from U.C. Davis gave an ex-
citing presentation on the variety of fields they were 
studying.

The weeks leading up to Graduation offered an 
opportunity for all members of the Class of 2021 to 
gather as one. The Class of 2021 dressed to the nines 
for their graduation photos across the street at Sut-
ter’s Fort Park. They gathered again for the yearly 
tradition of the 8th-Grade Retreat and once again for 
a walking field trip to the Crest Theater for a private 
showing of Guardians of The Galaxy.

The parents of the Class of 2021 had earned a reputa-
tion for being “the class party room parents,” throw-
ing some of the most spectacular parties the teachers 
of St. Francis of Assisi have ever experienced.

Unfortunately, they couldn’t have their seasonal 
parties for this final year of their journey. That all 
changed on Grad Week. On the aforementioned trip 
to the Crest Theater, the room parents of the Class of 
2021 organized a class breakfast in our school court-
yard. When the students returned from the movie, 
parents waited in the same courtyard with a pizza 
and dessert party.

On the day of Graduation, the Class of 2021 met in 
the classroom an hour early for one final class ses-
sion. When they arrived at their classroom, they 
found their room was decorated with colorful lights, 
had snacks and beverages waiting for them, and a se-
lection of music playing. Although it may not have 
been like the school dances they missed out on, the 
Class of 2021 gathered one more time to celebrate as 
one group before walking the halls of their school a 
final time on their way to the church for the 
Bacceaulaurete Mass and Graduation.

The St. Francis of Assisi Elementary Class of 
2021 faced challenges and obstacles unlike any 
other class in the school's entire history. Their 
7th-Grade year ended with distance learning 
due to the Coronavirus pandemic, and their 
8th-Grade year began with questions and con-
cerns over schools opening up again. The faculty 
and staff of St. Francis of Assisi worked tireless-
ly to prepare their students for the school year, 
whether they chose to attend in person or on-
line. Precautions were taken to maintain the 
safety of the students, staff, and families of St. 
Francis. Students and staff wore face masks and 
had their temperature checked daily. Schedules 
were rearranged to limit the number of students 
in the yard. Hand sanitizer and desks being 
wiped down with disinfecting wipes became the 
daily norm.

The Class of 2021 had 28 students enrolled, with 
many of them classmates since Kindergarten. On 
average, about half of the students attended in 
person while the other half worked from home. 
Keeping this in mind, the greatest challenge for 
the Class of 2021 was taking ownership as lead-
ers in our school community and connecting as 
a class embarking on their final year before the 
adventure of high school begins.

Class of 2021
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Daniel Reynoso
8th Grade Teacher

Our student body President, Gabe Enriquez, 
and Vice-President, Alyssa Renomeron, led the 
school each morning with Prayer, Pledge to the 
Flag, morning announcements, and daily trivia  
questions via Zoom. This five to ten-minute dai-
ly routine helped bring levity, normalcy, and a  
sense of community to our school.

Through technology, members of the Class of 
2021 were also able to lead virtual school tours 
to prospective parents. Having members of our 
8th-Grade answering questions not only gave 
those future families real-world answers but also 
a glimpse of the leaders that their children will 
soon become.

One of the most time-honored traditions at St. 
Francis of Assisi is the annual Christmas Pag-
eant. Due to the pandemic, we could not gather 
together as a community to celebrate the season 
with song and the Nativity story presented by 
the 8th-Grade. Once again, utilizing technol-
ogy, the students of the Class of 2021 recorded 
a video with added audio narration to tell the 
story of the birth of Christ. Through the pow-
er of green screens, the students could tell these 
stories from locations ranging from our very 
own church to the classroom to a living room 
to the Holy Land itself. The students wrote a 
script based on time-traveling Wisemen who 
came for the St. Francis Christmas Pageant only 
to find that it would be done virtually through 
something called “a Zoom.” The finished prod-
uct was shown during the evening with a “world 
premiere” vibe where families could gather and 
watch the future graduates carry on the St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Elementary tradition.

Due to the nature of the ongoing pandemic, tra-
ditions like field trips, sporting events, class par-
ties, and dances had to be put on the shelf. 

If the Class of 2021 could not go on any field 
trips, the field trips would come to us! 
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A Year of Creativity!
This year has been a year  like no 
other. A year of creativity, strength and 
community. With Covid protocols in 
place, we managed to secure a waiver 
ensuring grades TK through to 5th grade 
returned to school in September and 
following a change in County rules, 
managed to bring back our upper grades 
in October. School life took on a new look 
of daily temperature checks, masks, hand-
washing/sanitizing, health checks and co-
horts. Despite the ever changing situation, 
our teachers and staff pulled out all of the 
stops and simultaneously taught in-per-
son and distance five days a week, allow-
ing families to choose between the two.  
TK and Kinder have worked on 
numbers, reading, science, Spanish and 
math. 1st grade completed an IB unit on 
transporation and went on to build 
models of transportation. At the end of the 
year they performed a play outside; It Takes 
a Village.  2nd Grade completed a Goods 
and Service project and designed their own 
advertising. They also carried out research 
for an animal project and put together a 
hero project based on their favorite hero. 
3rd grade managed to complete their 
inventions project; brainstorming 
ideas, developing their own invention, 
advertising and a write-up. They had fun 
completing wax museum projects. This 
involved researching  a historical fig-
ure, writing about that figure, dressing 
up in costume and talking about their 

figure to parents and other students. 
Our 4th grade class worked together on 
mission projects; they could build a 
mission, work on google slides, 
tri-fold board or google  sites. 
Our 5th grade class completed a 
project on Indigenous People, focus-
ing on a specific tribe. They created a 
tri-fold board or google site, dressed up in 
costume and even made crafts from their 
tribe. 6th grade concentrated on ancient 
civilizations and went on to write plays of 
fairytale adaptation. 7th Grade focused on 
current affairs and Math. In Science they 
completed models dipicting parts of a 
cell. The graduating Class of 2021 enjoyed 
a different 8th grade year, but still man-
aged to graduate in May in the Church.
Teachers zoomed in, held classes, of-
fice hours, and used many differ-
ent digital platforms to keep the stu-
dents engaged and up to date on their 
education. The year had a different look, 
and its many challenges, but although you 
couldn't see the smiles under the masks, 
you could see it in the students eyes.
This coming year looks to include 
masks, though some of the other re-
strictions may be loosened. Whatever 
this year brings, we will be ready with 
smiles on our faces and our students 
best interests at heart. A community, 
containing multiple families joined as one 
big family.  

"All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a 
single candle", St. Francis of Assisi
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Celebrating 125 years

On November, 5th 2020, we celebrated our 
125th birthday. Covid meant we had to be 
creative with our celebrations. 
The day started with Julissa Ortiz, Class of 
1991 from Good Day Sacramento, filming a 
segment for the morning show. We decorat-
ed the front of the school with bunting, 125 
year banners, photos ranging from 1895 to 
present day and an 1895 to 2020 cutout sign. 
Julissa interviewed Mr Hrga, our Principal and 
even caught up on zoom with Mrs Church, her 
former 8th grade teacher, who has taught at the 
school for over 30 years and continues to teach  
Science and Math to our 8th graders. 
Students designed birthday cards that were then 
collected together to make one large 
birthday card. They also wrote birthday 
messages that were hung across the courtyard.
In the afternoon the students and staff 
enjoyed a zoom magic show by 
Magician Scott Green. At the end of the day, we 
buried a 125 year time capsule in the school 
garden with momentos from every class. 
On the 6th of November, we celebrated our 
birthday with our wider community and 
alumni with a drive-thru legacy tunnel on the 
playground. Our celebrations ended in March 
with our 125th Anniversary Auction & Gala 
in partnership with St. Francis Parish, held 
virtually from Golden 1. The evening was a 
great success with lots of fun auction items do-
nated by the school, and wider community. 
Dan Reynoso, our 8th grade teacher and Julissa 
Ortiz provided fun entertainment as auctioneer 
and emcee.  Here's to the next 125 years.............!  05
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International Baccalaureate (IB)

PYP  

St. Francis of Assisi is now an authorized I.B. 
World School for the Primary Years Program! 
After some celebration, the teachers are hard at 
work fine tuning their Units of Inquiry for the 
upcoming school year! Students at SFE are in 
store for a year of inquiry and exploration!

MYP

   2020-2021 was a shift for MYP. Portions  of 
units were adapted for remote and hybrid in-
struction, but teachers were not asked to do 
more than that given the complexity of hybrid 
instruction. We had multiple teachers complete 
level two training over the summer, and have 
more in training this fall. We are in process to 
move forward with our plans for the commu-
nity project led by Mr. Piscopo-Williams. With 
weekly IB staff collaboration time, we plan to 
move forward with authorization as quickly as 
possible.

Isabel Herzberger
PYP Coordinator

Sharon Pressburg-Nevans
MYP Coordinator
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Catholic - 79%
Non-Catholic - 14%

Unknown - 7%

Asian - 10%
African American - 4%

White - 52%
Two or more Races - 27%

Unknown - 7%

47% Male
53% Female

Reconnected with 45 
alumni

3 
Fundraisers

Over $96,500 raised 
in fundraisers

311 Students

Abby Pereira
Director of Advancement
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Advancement

   We have been overwhelmed with the support and 
donations from our community during this tough year.  
Many of our community and fundraising events had to 
be cancelled. We did manage to hold our See's Candies 

Sales in November, a Virtual 125th 
Anniversary Auction & Gala from Golden 1 in March 

and our annual Jog-A-Thon in May. 
   We became creative with enrollment and held 

weekly virtual tours, virtual TK/Kinder sneak peeks 
and a virtual open house. Our name spread through 

word-of-mouth and as a result, we had over 100 appli-
cations submitted. Currently, almost all of our grades 

are full and we are ready for the new year.  
   We look forward to working on new opportunities 

and furthering our advancement efforts in the 
upcoming 2021-2022 school year. 

simply Thank You

Fast Facts
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           Cost comparisons 2020-21
Cost to educate each student 8,140                           
Cost of tuition for one student 5,859                           
Difference 2281

Year to Date
7/01/2020 to

Operating Income 6/30/2021
Tuition 1,821,691$         
Registration & Other Fees 179,245$            

 Extension Program 154,475$            
Extracurricular Sports -$                        
Fundraising  108,215$            
Donations 53,366$              
Summer School -$                        
Food Services 42,799$              
Other 10,911$              
Total Operating Income 2,370,702$        

 

Year to Date
7/01/2020 to

Operating Expenses 6/30/2021
Administrative 757,956$            
Instructional 1,572,210$         
Extension Program 195,026$            
Extracurricular Sports 68$                     
Fundraising 11,672$              
Technology 45,784$              
Plant 155,712$            
Food Services 86,107$              
Summer School 224$                   
Other 16,771$              

 Total Operating Expenses 2,841,530$        

Net Operating Income (Deficit) (470,828)$          

 Non-Operating Income 51,816$              
 Non-Operating  Expense 16,588$              

Total Non-Operating Income/Expense 35,228$             

Loan - Payroll Protective Program 683,800$           

Net Income (Deficit)                                             248,200$           
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Bonnie Villalva
Director of Finance

Saint Franc� Elementary In Pa�ner�ip wi� Saint Franc� Pa��

12� Anniversary Auction and Gala

PRESENTS

Financials

St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School is starting the 2021-2022 school year with 
a very healthy population of 330 students—19 more students than last school year.  
Also, our Extended Care before and after school program that experienced an ex-
treme drop in enrollment due to Covid, has replenished its numbers with 152 stu-
dents currently registered.  This is more than double the number of students in last 
year’s Extended Care program.  Population security helps define income stability for 
our school’s budget needs.
Since March 2020 Covid certainly has affected our school financially.  Covid re-
straints closed our school in March 2020, but our doors reopened for in-person 
learners in August of 2020 with many costly modifications—all needed expenses.  
Technology additions and adaptations were needed to improve distance learners 
experiences and in-person student groups.  Motion activated faucets and towel dis-
pensers were installed, water fill stations replaced drinking fountains, disinfecting 
sprays, wipes, and equipment were purchased.  First aid was supplied with face 
masks and shields.
We ended the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years with deficits.  Together with 
our church, we applied and received federal Payroll Protective Program (PPP) loan 
monies for the school.  These monies allowed us to pay salaries and freed other mon-
ies to cover needed costs.  The PPP federal loans are forgivable, meaning that we do 
not have to repay if we meet all requirements, and we do.
Even though Covid concerns are still in our midst, it feels like a fresh start.  Sports 
programs will return, after school clubs for the students will take place, our belov-
ed Choir will gather to sing, Summer School will return, and our community can 
gather for our Back to School BBQ.  The Auction fundraiser can be in-person, and 
even with Covid protocols in place, we are returning to more customary activities.
The financials for last school year 2020-2021 school year are on the opposite page:      
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In order to keep our alumni community safe, we have had to hold off on celebrating 
our alumni this past year. We did however get creative with our 125th birthday cel-
ebrations and built a legacy tunnel. We enlarged archive photos and mounted them 
on boards in the playground. We left enough space for alumni, current families and 
staff to drive through and reminice about old times or to experience the school from 
years past. 

Visitors started with an aerial photo of the school, 1st photos were from 1895, 
progressing through the years to boards with our current families. We look forward 
to safer times, when we can reconnect and celebrate our 125 year history. 

This year, we reconnected electronically with alumni from many different graduat-
ing classes and have slowly been building our alumni database. Our alumni news-
letter went out every 2-3 months during the school year, highlighting latest news, 
faculty spotlights, alumni spotlights and historical information. 

We  hope  to  continue to build our alumni database, expand our alumni 
facebook page and to build relationships. Alumni Facebook Group and Alumni Re-
connection Form

Connections worth keeping..............

Alumni

https://www.facebook.com/groups/314337839252733/
https://forms.gle/GgtiXTgRSzdjU5Kx5
https://forms.gle/GgtiXTgRSzdjU5Kx5
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Prayer

Perhaps our most valuable gift! 
Please remember St. Francis 

Elementary in your daily prayers.
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"For it is in giving that 
we receive"
St. Francis of Assisi

Giving
Since 1895, we have been 

home to generations. Join us 
in supporting our mission. 

Donations can be made towards:

St. Clare Education Fund
The St. Clare Education fund was created to 
further our call and model the spirit of St. 

Clare. 25% of all funds will go to financial aid 
and the remaining 75% will go to educational 

programs.
St. Clare Education Fund Form

General Fund
General donations made directly to the school 

are applied to wherever there is the greatest 
need. Funds received benefit all students of St. 

Francis Elementary.

Student Scholoship Fund
Give the gift of education to a student in need.

Endowment Fund
Insuring the future. Principal donations in-

crease interest payment amounts that may be 
drawn by the school in the event of need.

In Memorium
St. Francis is honored to accept gifts made in 
memory of a loved one or a graduating class.

Everyday Support
eScrip, BoxTops, AmazonSmile and Gift 

Matching

You Decide?
We have many worthy causes within the school 
that you can contribute to. Please specify where 
you would like to designate funds on the dona-

tion website.
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https://b23b1667-b36e-490b-97d5-7a50546f0c8f.filesusr.com/ugd/329939_a9781f233ad3494cbde43b5a2ca6d9fa.pdf


Siempre Adelante

St. Francis of Assisi Elementary
2500 K Street
Sacramento
CA 95816


